DEC. 5]                              ST SABAS, A.

at Sidon to condemn the general council of Chalcedon, and required the
bishops to subscribe this decree, banishing many who refused to do it.
However he spared Elias, patriarch of Jerusalem, at the repeated entreaties
of Sabas, and dismissed the holy abbot with honour, giving him a thousand
pieces of gold more to be distributed among the poor in his country.
The saint returned to his solitude and the emperor dying, according to
what our holy abbot had foretold, Justin, his successor, favoured the
true faith. St Sabas, laying hold of that opportunity, went to Csesarea,
Scythopolis, and other places, preaching the Catholic faith, and bringing
back many monks and seculars into its fold. A drought which had con-
tinued five years produced a famine in Palestine. The prayers of the saint
obtained supplies for his seven monasteries in their extreme necessity, and
at last rain, to the universal joy of the whole country.

In the ninety-first year of his age, at the request of Peter, patriarch of
Jerusalem, he undertook a second journey to Constantinople in favour of
the Christians of Palestine, who had been calumniated at court. Justinian,
who then occupied the imperial throne, received him with great honour,
granted him all his requests, and offered to settle annual revenues for the
maintenance of all his monasteries. The holy abbot thanked his majesty,
but said they stood not in need of such revenues as long as the monks
should serve God. However,* he begged a remission of all taxes in favour
of the people of Palestine for a certain term in consideration of what they
had suffered by the plunders of the Samaritans: that his majesty would
build a hospital at Jerusalem for the pilgrims, and a fortress for the pro-
tection of the hermits and monks against the inroads of barbarians; that
he would bestow some ornaments on the Church of our Lady, which was
lately built, and would afford his protection to the Catholics. All which
things were granted. It happened one day that the emperor being busy
in council in dispatching certain affairs of the saint, who was himself
present, when it was the hour of tierce the abbot went out to recite his
prayers. His companion, called Jeremy, said it was not well done to leave
the emperor on such an occasion. " My son," replied Sabas, " the emperor
does his duty, and we must do ours "; so exact was he in all the rules of
his state. St Sabas returned into Palestine with the imperial orders, which
he delivered to the magistrates of Jerusalem, Scythopolis, and Csesarea,
and saw everywhere put in execution. Soon after his return to his laura
he fell sick: the patriarch persuaded him to suffer himself to be conveyed
to a neighbouring church, where he served him with his own hands* The
pains of the saint were very sharp, but God supported him under them m
perfect sentiments of patience and resignation. Finding his last hour
approach, he begged the patriarch that he might be carried back to his
laura. He appointed Melitas of Berytus his successor, gave him exceUea*
instructions, and then lay four days in silence without seeing anyone* tfaat